TEACCH

(This stands for the rather old fashioned: Treatment and Education of Autistic and Communication Handicapped Children)
TEACCH recommends Structured Teaching. This is a system of education for pupils with ASD taking into account their skills, interests and difficulties
TEACCH recommends a Structured Environment – This means that we arrange the environment in such a way that the dependency on language for understanding is reduced

TEACCH uses visual timetables, work systems and structured tasks in the following way.

Visual Timetable

· The Visual Timetable is the point from where all activities start

· It is placed in a transition area in a neutral space and easily accessible to the pupil
· [image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]It shows pupils where they are expected to be, what they are expected to do (in a broad sense) and what will happen next
· [image: image4.jpg]


You can use words and symbols, words and photographs or objects

· Keep symbols organised in a ring binder in categories

1. Have two pictures of the pupil.  Fix one permanently at the top of the visual timetable. Adults use the other to prompt the pupil to look at the timetable.  Pupils match it at the top. 

2. The pupils take each symbol off in turn, take it to the activity and match the corresponding symbol at the activity
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Work Systems
· Once the child has arrived at the activity shown on the visual timetable, the work system describes exactly what they are expected to do there.  It shows;
· What work?
· How much work?

· Concept of finished – making progress?

· What happens next?

· The work system may be

· Written as a list with or without pictures
· Matching symbols from the schedule to symbols on activities
· Left to Right –the layout of the activities explains the task
· The work can be carried out either at any of the following places. Children should experience all these working environments throughout their week.
· A desk with other children with and without adults support
· At a work station independently

· One to one with an adult
· In the hall (PE), on the carpet, in a music lesson etc

· The last symbol or instruction will prompt the child to check the visual timetable 

· The child follows the work system to complete the task/s 

· The child then returns to the visual timetable to find out what to do next
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Structured Tasks

· Provide the pupil with a strategy for approaching the task 
· Emphasise the concept of finished, helps them understand they are making progress

· Provide visual clarity: enhance the relevant aspects of the instruction to engage or focus pupil’s attention

· Visual organisation: control the sensory stimulation by organising the materials in a neat and orderly fashion
· The instructions may be;
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· written 
· written with pictures/symbols
· just pictures/symbols
· jig

· materials define the task

· product sample; provide a photographic or actual model

Great websites with examples of structured tasks

http://www.educatingdiverselearners.org/Resources.htm
http://www.iidc.indiana.edu/irca/education/engaged.html
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A Note On Symbols
The  type of symbols you use depends on the ability of the child.

Size of symbols

Symbols should be the same shape and size, approx 5 cm x 5 cm and have the same colour background
Below is a list of types of symbols
	Always write the word on the symbol or objects of reference so that all adults call it the same thing

	Symbol
	Example
	Ability level appropriate for 

	Object of Reference
	Use an object to stand for the activity, e.g. use a brick to stand for playing with construction toys, use a Paper towel to stand for going to the toilet.  The objects can be free standing or stuck on a card.
	OOR are appropriate for children who are not able understand that photographs and pictures stand for the object or activity.  These children usually can’t match pictures or objects easily. 

	Photograph and word
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	Take a very clear photo of the object or an aspect of the activity.  There should be no visual distraction and there should be strong visual contrast.  E.g. Take a photo of a black ball on a plain white background.
	Appropriate for children who can recognise objects in photos ( a PECS assessment might tell you this)

	Symbol and word


	The programme  Communicate2 from http://www.widgit.com/
products/wws2000/

index.htm 
provides these symbols in black and white or colour depending on the preference of the child.
	Children who can match pictures and objects and understand that the symbol stands for the object or the activity.
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This will be stuck on the desk





This may be stuck on the hall wall





Written and symbol work systems
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Write name


Draw cat


Colour in


Write story


Check timetable





Three activities





Matching symbols from a work system to the activity trays
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Matching symbols work system





Left to Right work system





A jig is a visual instruction
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Product sample: Give the child a completed task and the pieces to complete another one themselves





The materials define the task
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